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March 8, 2023: This is the information that I wish to have printed on our DC 

37 Retirees Association page in the next edition of the PEP. 

Greetings Brother and Sister Retirees: 

I hope the arrival of this PEP edition finds all of you well and in good spirits. 
The winter is quickly fading into the sunset and for the most part, for those 
of you living in the northeast, we have been blessed with a fairly mild winter 
and depending which woodchuck that you subscribe to Spring will arrive 
early (Malverne Mel or Staten Island Chuck) or there will be six more 
weeks of winter (Punxsutawney Phil).  

Much has been going on since the last issue of the PEP. Presently, we are 
in the process of purchasing several new updated computers for the office. 
Right now, we are working from antiquated Windows 7 computers that at 
times cannot do some of the work we now are required to do, due to their 
slow speed and lack of other computer capabilities. 

We are also seeking to hire three part-time DC 37 Retiree Assn. members, 
who already have healthcare benefits, to work at our office located at 75 
Maiden Lane in lower Manhattan. We need one part-time Accountant and 
two-part time Clerical Assistants. Anyone interested may email their 
resumes to poquendo@DC37.net.  

I am pleased to report that presently there are no planned cuts to our 
Social Security or Medicare benefits. I would like to make clear that co-
pays for GHI Senior Care (ONLY) have been placed in a "holding 
pattern/temporary," so to speak, by a court injunction. DO NOT discard any 
past co-pay bills as you may need them at a later date. Any other medical 

care that you may receive that requires a co-pay MUST be paid.  

Please, if you are under a doctor's care and have GHI Senior Care, and he 
or she has not been informed of the latest legal actions, DO NOT get into 
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 2 

an argument with your healthcare provider. You can pay the bill BUT hang 
onto your receipt.  

Scheduled upcoming events that our Association plans to participate in are 
the Black, Latino and Asian Caucus being held in Albany, NY from Feb. 17-
19, 2023, and the SOMOS TOGETHERNESS event, also being held in 
Albany from March 9-12, 2023. Additionally, we are participating in the 
Coalition of Black Trade Unionists (CBTU) event from May 24-29, 2023, 
that is being held in New Orleans, LA. We will issue full detailed reports of 
each event in the following PEP issue.  

On Jan. 19, 2023, a variety of Retiree Associations (collectively) won a 
victory when the New York City Council made a decision NOT TO amend 
NYC Administrative Code 12-126. There was a tremendous amount of 
work put into contacting various Council members, either by phone, e-mails 
or letter writing, in our effort to sway their decision. But our work is not 

completed.  

It is my opinion that the Retirees Association of DC 37 believes that ALL 
parties involved (NYC Mayor Eric Adams, the MLC and Retirees groups) 
must now find some "common ground" that we can all agree on to remedy 
this problem. I have sent a letter to MLC Chairperson Harry Nespoli and a 
cc to DC 37 Executive Director Henry Garrido requesting a non-voting seat 
at the MLC meetings. In the past, such requests have been denied. I am 
hopeful that my request will come to fruition. It is of the upmost importance 
that open lines of communications remain between these parties if we are 
to resolve our differences. 

Those of you wishing to make donations to cover the healthcare issue legal 
fees (attorneys do not work for free) may make donations to the NYC 
Organization of Public Service Retirees by contacting them at 

https://www.nycretirees.org/donate-subscribe. 

It now gives me great pleasure to announce that NYC Mayor Adams lifted 
the vaccine mandate for NYC employees effective on Feb. 10, 2023. New 
York City fired some 1,700 workers for their refusal (for whatever their 
reason) to take the COVID 19 vaccination. During the pandemic, these 
individuals went to work on a daily basis, while some became ill and some 
died. With the stroke of a pen, they went from heroes to zeroes. In my 
opinion, these 1,700 individuals should be returned to full duty without 
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having to file an application. Any additional differences can be worked out 
at a later date.  

May I remind you once again that the Retirees Assn. office is open Monday 
thru Thursday from 10am - 3pm and our contact phone number is 212 815-
1790. *** FYI - The Retiree Assn. general membership meeting dates have 
been changed to THE LAST TUESDAY of each month except for July and 
August, when no meetings are conducted. It should be known that we are 
seeking a proper venue to conduct in- person meetings in the not-too-
distant future. 

Stay safe and stay well, 

Bob Gervasi 

President, DC 37 Retirees Association 

 


